
 
SERIES CODES / SERIAL NUMBERS 
 
US patent applications consist of a 2-digit series code and a 6-digit application 
serial that is assigned chronologically as they are received at the USPTO.  Series 
codes assigned to applications generally correspond to a range of years in which 
the application was filed at the USPTO.  
 
 
Application Type   Date Range    Series Code 
 
Utility applications   Jan. 0000- Dec. 1939     01 

Jan. 1940- Dec. 1949      02 
Jan. 1948- Dec. 1959    03 
Jan. 1960- Dec. 1969    04 
Jan. 1970- Dec. 1978    05 
Jan. 1979- Dec. 1986    06 
Jan. 1987- Dec. 1992    07 
Jan. 1993- Dec. 1997    08 
Jan. 1998- Dec. 2001    09 
Jan. 2002- Dec. 2004    10 
Jan. 2005- Present       11 

 
Design applications  Jan. 1993- Present      29   
 
Provisional applications   June 1995- Present     60 
 
Reissue patent application  Follow utility & design application structures 
 
Reexamination applications  US patent reexamination cases are assigned a  

2-digit series code and a 6-digit control number: 
Exparte 90, Interparte 95. 

 

 

T H O M S O N  S C I E N T I F I C


